MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY MEETING
OF ROOKSDOWN PARISH COUNCIL
HELD IN THE COMMUNITY CENTRE, ROOKSDOWN, ON
MONDAY 20 APRIL 2015 COMMENCING AT 7:45PM
Present:

Cllrs Mahoney (Chairman), Bound, Cook, Lovett, Mason & Nyengedza

In attendance: Mrs Lorraine Jeffs (Clerk)
Also present: Cllr Reid (County Councillor), Mr John Martin Headmaster, Rebbeca Willmouth Deputy
Headmaster, Miss S Wheble Head of Early Learning years at (Castle Hill Primary School) & 32 members of
the public
1.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE RECEIVED

Cllr Botten
2.

APPROVAL OF THE LAST PARISH ASSEMBLY MINUTES HELD 28 APRIL 2014

The minutes from the Annual Parish meeting held on 28 April 2014, were accepted as an accurate record
and were signed by the Chairman Cllr Mahoney.
3.

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 2014/15

The Chairman gave a presentation to the public regarding activities the council has worked on during the
last 12 months. (Appendix 1 attached)
4.

GUEST SPEAKER

The guest speaker was Mr John Martin Headmaster to the new Castle Hill Primary school that will open in
September 2015. He gave an informative & insightful talk about his experiences during his career.
5.

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 2014/15

County Councillor Stephen Reid gave an annual report of the Parish Council. (Appendix 2 attached)
6.

ACCOUNTS OF THE PARISH COUNCIL 2014/15

The Chairman gave a finance report of the accounts from March 2014/2015 and explained the variances:
Started the year 31/03/2014 with £55,135.00
End
the year 31/03/2015 with £49,628.00
2014/2015 the net income expenditure was a deficit of - £5,507 in comparison to 2013/2014 which ended
with a credit of £6,036.
Explanation of variances







Decrease in donations from sponsors for the firework event in 2014
Event cost increased principally due to additional security cover
Employment of a new Clerk on a higher salary with an increase in working hours.
A long handover period with the last Clerk involving double salary costs.
Increase in s137 Grants expenditure
Training increased due to new Clerk & several new councillors

Summary of income and expenditure of accounts up to the end of the financial year (Appendix 3 attached.)
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7.

PUBLIC FORUM

Two questions were asked during the Public Forum:
Q: Is the play park coming out of the S106 money?
A: Yes, the total amount will be £550,000.00
Q: Parking Problems at Spinney Mews
A: Taylor Wimpey will give up adoption of the roads at some point once the development has finished the
road adoption process will speed up. Hampshire County Council will then take over the ownership and
maintenance of the roads and footpaths.
Cllr Bound recommended the resident experiencing the parking problems should write a formal letter to the
perpetrator causing the parking problems.
The meeting closed at 9:45

Date........./............./.....

Chairman..................................................
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Appendix 1

Rooksdown Parish Council
Chairman Comments
for Annual Parish Assembly meeting
Paul Mahoney
Chairman – Rooksdown Parish Council
Good evening & welcome to the Rooksdown Parish Council
Annual Parish Assembly.
You are all very welcome.
So, what are we going to cover this evening?
As the Chairman of the Parish Council I am going to spend
the first 30 minutes giving a presentation reviewing Parish
activities during the past year from April 2014 – the present
day.
After that we will have a very short refreshment break
before we come back for Stephen Reid, the County
Councillor gives us his annual report for the last 12 months

And then we are delighted to be able to welcome to the meeting Mr John Martin – the headmaster at the new
Castle Hill Primary School here in Rooksdown – I’ve asked for him to share with us his vision for this new school – a
major asset to the building our local community,
Ok – so this is a look back on a year …
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Some of the key achievements –
Lights across the development – almost 100% now working
I have kept you informed about how closely the Parish Council has been
working with Taylor Wimpey to get them to sort out the 45 lamp posts across
the development that aren’t working. I hope you will have seen by now that
we have finally made great progress here – for example significant work has
been undertaken in the park / walkway from Peggs Way to Highpath Way
and also around Pavilion 4 at Watertower Way / Park Prewett Road where all
the lamp posts that have never ever worked are now fully functional. You will
have also seen a lot of work being undertaken around a number of the other
lamp post columns that are not working across the development. I am
assured by Taylor Wimpey that all street lighting will have been fixed in the
next couple of weeks. A detailed plan of all the street lights on the
development is available on the Rooksdown Parish Website.

Street Furniture
Bins, benches & Noticeboards
As you know, last year the Parish Council submitted a Local
Infrastructure Fund application for a grant for much needed
street furniture for the Parish because the original planning
agreement covering the Southern Area of the development
lacked any provision. We were successful in achieving a
grant for circa £33,000 which will pay for the installation of
at least 11 seats/benches, 32 bins and 4 Parish
Noticeboards across the Southern part of the development.
We have plotted out the best location for this essential
street furniture and have instructed the Community Design
and Regeneration Team at Basingstoke & Deans Borough
Council to carry out the procurement and installation. They
are currently drawing up a programme for delivery of this
project and the Parish Council will give you an update just
as soon as this programme for delivery is published.
Skate Park LIF
Work is well underway on finalising the Skate Park - as part of the Rooksdown Park re-development. Further details
will be shared once they are finalised.
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Thanks to Jonathan Payne (a resident, formerly a Parish Councillor) for the support he has given the Parish Council to
get to this stage in the process.

Fly tipping

Rooksdown Lane - Height barrier – Thames Water Station

To prevent unlawful access to ‘The Spinney’ by travellers and unlawful occupation of ‘The Spinney’and also to
prevent illegal fly tipping in ‘The Spinney’. Significant pressure put on the B&DBC to sort this – no cost to the
residents of Rooksdown Parish.

Pocket Parks & Green Spaces
Met with Gordon Wade (Grounds - Maintenance Manager Community Services,
B&DBC), Andrew Kinge (Maintenance Manager at B&DBC) and Jeff Strudwick (Assistant
Street Cleansing Manager (North) B&DBC) at the Community Centre to look to
understand what B&DBC responsibility is towards the pocket parks and other green
space areas in Rooksdown and also litter picking in the development. We then
undertook an onsite visit to all the green areas to review whether they considered them
to be in an acceptable state. I shared with them my photographic evidence of the state
of the pocket parks and other green areas over the last 2 years. Plan produced of areas
which fall under the remit of B&DBC.
It is their intention to send a maintenance crew into Rooksdown to keep on top of the
weeding on a quarterly basis. They also have a number of litter bins for the area & have
an op on hand to fit them. I will look to build this in to the street furniture project.
During the discussions it was brought to my attention that we may be able to apply for a grant from B&DBC towards
our maintenance man / litter picker (under the banner of litter picking).
Parking Spaces – on Peggs Way
As stated – some additional parking for the residents at both the top end and the bottom end of Peggs Way.
The Pavilions – an overhaul at the end of last year
Many of you had expressed concern at the generally poor
condition of the Pavilions at the back end of last year, particularly
as we move through the winter month. We therefore requested
Taylor Wimpey carry out some basic renovation just before
Christmas.
We have also had discussions with the Planning & Development
team at BDBC to understand the enforcement action that could
be pursued against Taylor Wimpey should the current planning
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application for demolition be refused. However, the very latest
update is – the HCA has handed over the Pavilions to the Lands
Trust in the event that the planning application is rejected by the
Development Committee Basingstoke & Deane Borough Council.
The annual Firework display
Rooksdown Fireworks display back on November 2014 was a resounding success … Thanks to you all for supporting
it. We are looking in to arranging a firework display in 2015 ... we could do with some volunteers
Working well with our key stakeholders –
Stephen Reid, Karen Cherrett, and others from B&DBC and Mark
Glendenning from Homes & Communities Agency
Some of the key challenges
Rat running through the development Traffic Management Works
‘The Avenue’ / Lodge Junction & A340 Aldermaston Road / Rooksdown
generally

Work is nearly finished now on rebuilding ‘The Avenue’. H-o-o-r-a-y!!! As you know, the work has included
reconstruction of the existing road, improved drainage, a new footpath, traffic calming measures with associated
street lighting and signage. Thank you for your patience during this work especially as it would also appear to have
fallen behind schedule … at some point we have all experienced inconvenience and delays in exiting the
development on to the A339 Roman Road roundabout. There are just another few weeks to go … let’s remember
that completion of ‘The Avenue’ works will be a major step towards reducing the ‘rat-running’ of traffic through
Rooksdown, something which the Parish Council have been heavily involved in eradicating for the benefit of all
residents.
‘The A340 Aldermaston Road Improvements’
Hampshire County Council has confirmed to the Parish Council that they are on track to start the A340 works in
September / October 2015 and it will take 9 months to complete. This is where the Lodge building at the end of ‘The
Avenue’ will be demolished to enable major road junction improvements. You may have noticed the tree and
vegetation clearance which took place in this area in February. The main features of the scheme include the
extended dualling of the A340 Aldermaston Road towards the ambulance station, the introduction of traffic controls
at the junction to The Avenue, Priestley Road junction improvements and improved pedestrian and cycle
connections with the town centre and crossing facilities.
Finally … with regards to Traffic Management Works … We are currently working with Hampshire County Council,
Homes & Communities Agency and the Hospital to see if the proposed Phase 3 Avenue Works could be brought
forward … which would then prevent hospital traffic – on a permanent basis – gaining access to the hospital through
and exiting the hospital via our Rooksdown development. This is a key Rooksdown Parish Council priority
Adoption of the core areas
The Parish Council has seen the latest snagging list from HCC with regards to the proposed Adoption of the West and
East Side of the Core Area and understand that Taylor Wimpey is currently working through the list of faults and
issues. Taylor Wimpey and HCC are looking to conclude this matter as soon as they can … we will provide update
when we have more news.
David Wilson Homes development

A339 Roman Road Roundabout
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The Old Golf Course
In general terms the Parish Council does not have any objections to the proposed residential development of the old
golf course area as a whole and have offered our general support in terms of the site design, layout and road plans.
However the Parish Council has formally objected to the application on one single point - the current over capacity
at the A339 Roman Road roundabout. As this will be one of the two main entry and exit points for this new housing
development it will be unable to support the increased number of resident vehicles. The current application fails to
include sufficient mitigation to accommodate traffic growth in the future, even without the addition of any traffic
from the proposed development. We will keep you posted on developments here. Rooksdown Parish Council believe
that significant work needs to be carried out on the A339 roundabout before any further development is approved
that will increase traffic numbers.
Taylor Wimpey – Updates of building work in Rooksdown
Western Triangle Development
The piece of land off Rooksdown Avenue, opposite Vitellius
Gardens - the site of the old Bryant Home / Taylor Wimpey Sales
office
Construction work for 30 Apartments is well under way on this
piece of land. Taylor Wimpey have already sold many of these
flats off plan … first occupation by residents is likely to be before
the end of the year.
Barn Area
Park Prewett Road, corner of Pumphouse Way (20 residential
units and listed Barn (B1)
Construction work for 20 residential units and the listed Barn is
well under way on this piece of land.
Just wanted to let you know that the Parish Council has objected
to an attempt by Taylor Wimpey to be released from a condition
which states that work to the Grade II listed ‘Barn’ must be
commenced prior to the occupationof the 20th property in this
area and all works to the Barn to be completed within 12 months
of commencement.
In Rooksdown Taylor Wimpey has a track record of not carrying out works in a timely manner and we don’t
want to see the same thing happen here. I know that so many of you have registered your own personal views
to this application with Basingstoke & Deane Planning Department … thanks for taking the time to do this.
The Main Hall
Northbrook Crescent
19 residential units & community use hall – planning approval subject to
completion of an s106 agreement. Given level of detailed design work
required start onsite this is not likely to be finished until mid 2015. Cllr
Bound is our main point of contact on this one, given the work he has
done thus far.
Retail core Phase 2
Park Prewett Road, opposite the Coop & Costa Coffee site
(16 residential units & 2 retail units)
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Taylor Wimpey has confirmed that the construction of residential &
retail units will be starting in the next few weeks and should be
substantially completed by Christmas.

Concerns of the Parish Council

Crime levels
I was concerned to hear that towards the end of last year there has been a
spate of thefts from cars across the development that have been left unlocked
and also low level opportunist crimes. We have also had an incident at the Coop.
I am also shocked at the number of times that I have read about anti social
behaviour over the development and also when residents have seen someone
acting oddly / out of character and then posts it on one of the facebook
mediums to let everyone on the development know.
Whilst I say that I am shocked … I don’t think that we need to be overly
concerned as we don’t have too much of an issue here in Rooksdown.
Please report anything unusual to the police on 101.
Also, it may be worth registering at www.hampshirealert.co.uk to receive free
crime and community information regarding the Rooksdown area.

Activities we are working on, on behalf of the Rooksdown Parish
 Provision of a handyman for the Parish to assist with local maintenance in a timely manner
 To continue to work with HCA & David Wilson Homes, on the Old Golf Course site to ensure that experiences
with the earlier development of Rooksdown will not happen again
 To continue to work with HCC / B&DBC / HCA / Taylor Wimpey to ensure that the completion of the traffic
calming measures are implemented at the same time as the conclusion of the A340 traffic work
 To continue to work with HCC / B&DBC in regards to improving the A339 Roman Road roundabout
 The practicalities of the Rooksdown Park development & enhancements
 The practicalities of the Skate Park application
 The installation of Benches, Bins and Notice Boards across Rooksdown – following the successful LIF application
 Undertaking a review of all defects around Rooksdown to begin engagement with various bodies to ensure
remedial work in a timely manner
 With new Councillors onboarding to the Council, building a strong team to address the concerns of the Parish
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 Launch of an enhanced Website for the Community … for News, Planning Application and
Progress on recent Developments and the activities in the Parish Meetings
 Implementation of 20 mile an hour speed limit across the site … working with HCC and
local Police

The Parish Council
I just wanted to finish by saying a massive thank you to the Parish Council members – those here tonight and those
who have been Parish Councillors in the past …. They all contribute (and have all contributed) to making Rooksdown
a brilliant place to live.
I would also like to go on public record to thank Colin Statham most sincerely who left the Parish Council half way
through 2014, relinquishing the role of Chair after 4 years of dedicated service. He has been part of the Parish
Council for the last 7 years and been actively involved in practically everything that has happened as part of the
development of this parish. We are all very grateful for his immense contribution over the years and wish him well
and hope to see him back soon.
So, a massive thanks to Colin
The Parish Council would like to say a massive thank you to Ron Darley
who retired from the role at the end of September 2014.
Ron has been with the Parish Council from the start, just over 10 years
ago, and has certainly been a stalwart to the Parish through its growth
& development.
We owe Ron a massive debt of gratitude for his help & support over
the last decade. He will be greatly missed.
He has been a pillar of the Parish Council & has worked tirelessly (beyond the call of duty most of the time) to ensure
that the Parish Council carries out its duties for the benefit of the local community. He has also been very supportive
in finding a replacement and for also providing help and support to his replacement.
I believe that one of the reasons for wanting to relinquish his role was to spend more time with Mrs Darley … but we
all know that he has had more time for his second love of his life, which is his golfing.
[Presentation of Champagne / American Golf Shop vouchers / Card – to Ron Darley by the Chairman}
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We welcome Lorraine Jeffs as the new Parish Clerk. She came to us from Odiham where she was the Deputy Clerk
for Odiham Parish Council and brings with her a wealth of experience.
Another couple of achievements since recruiting Lorraine  Office space created within the Community Centre for the new Parish Clerk to help integrate her in to the
role & provide a ‘go-to’ person at the Community Centre  Implementation of a new email communication system for Parish Councillors
 Functionality upgrade to the Parish Council website
Lorraine hopes to meet or speak to as many of you as possible in the coming weeks and months.
From time to time there are vacancies for Parish Councillors on the Rooksdown Parish Council which are advertised
on both the Parish Council notice boards and the Parish Council Website.
If you think you might like to consider becoming a councillor, which does not take up a great deal of your time and is
a very worthwhile & rewarding community service, and you would like to know more about what is involved or any
other information, then please speak to me at the end of this session or indeed contact the Parish Clerk here at the
Community Centre.
I hope you have enjoyed this evening? I hope you have learnt about what the Parish Council has done for the
benefits of all its residents over the last 12 months and you can see what the priorities of the next 12 months are.

Paul Mahoney
Chairman – Rooksdown Parish Council
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Recent activities we have worked on
on behalf of the Rooksdown Parish in last 12 months
Street lighting – almost 100% of street lighting now working across the parish
Rooksdown Lane – the installation of a height restriction barrier to prevent unlawful access
to & occupation of ‘The Spinney’ by Travellers and also to prevent fly tipping by the
installation of a security gate at the entrance to the Thames Water Station
Pocket Parks and Green Spaces – significant work to improve the condition of these common areas as
part of an ongoing work in progress by B&DBC with more improvement to come
Worked with Basingstoke & Deane / HCC / HCA on the adoption of areas within the parish
Secured long term additional parking in Peggs Way
Worked with David Wilson Homes to secure solutions to the development of the Old Golf Course
Worked with Taylor Wimpey in the planning stages of all their current developments
across the parish
The provision of a very successful annual Fireworks Event
Supported RCA around the Rooksdown Park development & enhancements
A successful LIF application for a Skate Park on Rooksdown Park
A successful LIF application for Benches, Bins and Notice Boards across Rooksdown
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Supported the Community Association – Christmas & Summer Fayres
A major stakeholder in the progress around The Avenue Works & the A340 Lodge Junction
improvements to address the rat-running through Rooksdown including traffic calming measures
for the benefit of Rooksdown Residents
The Pavilions: working with Taylor Wimpey / HCA to ensure that a general overhaul of the 4 Pavilions
was undertaken before the winter months 2014 &: working with HCA and the Lands Trust to provide
suitable alternatives should the planning application for demolition of the Pavilions be rejected
Supported a number of Grant Funding applications including the local Rooksdown Football Club,
Rooksdown Community Association, Rooksdown Youth Club & Rooksdown Scouts.
Quarterly liaison meetings with Taylor Wimpey, David Wilson Homes & Homes and Communities
Agency
Recruitment of a new Parish Clerk, following the retirement of existing Parish Clerk, Ron Darley
Implementation of a new email communication system for Parish Councillors
Office space created within the Community Centre for the new Parish Clerk to help
integrate her in to the role & provide a ‘go-to’ person at the Community Centre
Functionality upgrade to the Parish Council website

Activities we are working towards
on behalf of the Rooksdown Parish
Provision of a handyman for the Parish to assist with local maintenance in a timely manner
To continue to work with HCA & David Wilson Homes, on the Old Golf Course site to ensure that
experiences with the earlier development of Rooksdown will not happen again
To continue to work with HCC / B&DBC / HCA / Taylor Wimpey to ensure that the completion of the
traffic calming measures are implemented at the same time as the conclusion of the A340 traffic work
To continue to work with HCC / B&DBC in regards to improving the A339 Roman Road roundabout
The practicalities of the Rooksdown Park development & enhancements
The practicalities of the Skate Park application
The installation of Benches, Bins and Notice Boards across Rooksdown – following the successful LIF
application
Undertaking a review of all defects around Rooksdown to begin engagement with various bodies to
ensure remedial work in a timely manner
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With new Councillors onboarding to the Council, building a strong team to address the concerns of the
Parish
Launch of an enhanced Website for the Community … for News, Planning Application and Progress on
recent Developments and the activities in the Parish Meetings
Implementation of 20 mile an hour speed limit across the site … working with HCC and local Police

Appendix 2
Report from Stephen Reid for Rooksdown Parish Council General Meeting April 2015
Thank you and well done!
Let me start by saying ‘thank you’ to you for inviting me to your Council meetings. It has been a pleasure to work
with you. The work of the Parish Council has been instrumental in building what I observe to be a growing sense of
community in Rooksdown. Given the complexity of some of the developments in terms of who-owns-what, the
Parish Council has been a focal point to which everyone here can turn.
The Parish Council has been through a period of transition this year, after losing Colin Statham as Chairman and Ron
Darley as clerk. I think the way Cllr Paul Mahoney and Lorraine Jeffs have stepped up to the mark has been
admirable.
My report this year will look at achievements, work in progress, and the future. Not everything, but the major items.
Achievements
Traffic and Roads
A scheme was finally agreed to reduce rat-running through Rooksdown. The complexity of the issue, involving the
Parish, Borough, HCC, HCA, Taylor Wimpey and the NHS was considerable but a mutually acceptable solution was
agreed.
It involves:
• resurfacing the Avenue (under way)
• Lodge Junction upgrade (funding secured)
• Change of planning permission re bus gates (achieved)
• Change of alignment of hospital exits onto the Avenue (to be undertaken after Lodge Junction.
The new 20 mph speed limits will also help.
Rooksdown Lane
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The Rooksdown Lane height barrier was funded and installed, to protect local residents against illegal traveller
incursions
Rooksdown School
The school has been funded, planned and started. It is on target for September opening. I would like to pay tribute
to Parish Councillor Simon Bound whose campaigning for the school helped to concentrate minds and secure
funding.
The building itself looks superb: I have been round it and am very impressed with the thought and quality that has
gone into the design.
As I reported to you before, my fear was that the school would be popular to the point of being over-subscribed.
That has come true, a problem compounded by an administrative error that caused some families to be told ‘yes’
and then ‘no’. I am looking at whether the 2-form entry can be accelerated and whether the disappointed families
can somehow be given priority for other local schools.
Work in Progress
Road Adoptions
Road adoptions have been waiting on developers completing essential works on street lights, street furniture and
general finishing-off. You as a Parish Council have been very helpful in pressing the developers to complete the
work: in the words of your Chairman ‘all over them like a rash’!
Many of the outstanding issues are being completed as I type this.
Local Plan
The Borough Council met on 26 March to consider the revised local plan which includes extra homes recommended
by the Inspector. Those extra homes will go almost entirely to the south west of Basingstoke: opposite the golf club
and more on the southern part of Manydown.
One of the changes that I recommend we seek when Manydown is planned, is a complete re-working of the Roman
Road / A339 / Rooksdown junction. We need a roundabout or junction with a higher capacity and we also need to
resolve the very dangerous Roman Road / Wellington Terrace junction.
The Future
Superfast Broadband
There is one outstanding ‘slow’ broadband cabinet in Rooksdown. I reiterate what BT told me at an on-site meeting
in February: the upgrade will take place ‘within a year’. I am also anxious that any new homes are built with access
to fast broadband from day 1 rather than having to have it ‘retro-fitted’.
Surgery
I have seen plans for a permanent doctors’ surgery in Rooksdown, but no timetable yet for its construction.
Build quality
In my casework I am picking comments about build quality on new homes in the Rooksdown area. I would be
interested in receiving evidence of issues that might, at the moment, be ‘bubbling under’. I am coming to the
conclusion that a change is needed in the regulation of the industry.
Neighbourhood Policing Panels
The Police have decided to stop the Neighbourhood Policing Panels as a means of gathering and disseminating
information. This means that the Parish Council meetings will become more important in that role and that the webbased facilities will also increase in importance. Rooksdown police presence has increased in recent weeks as a
result of this change.
More development
You will be aware that the David Wilson Homes development is well advanced in terms of planning. There will be
logistical issues to address in terms of routing developers’ traffic and protecting residents’ safety. To be fair, I feel
that David Wilson Homes established a positive relationship with the Parish Council and the local community during
the consultation stages and I hope that this spirit of co-operation continues once building starts.
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Old Hall
Planning agreements have been obtained for the Old Hall conversion and work is scheduled to start in the summer.
The intervening period will discussions on the methodology to be used.

Stephen Reid, April 2015

APPENDIX 3

Notes to Rooksdown Parish Council Annual Return 2014/2015
EXPLANATION OF VARIANCES

Box 3: Total Other Receipts (Decrease £1,879: 26.2%)
Decrease in donations from sponsors for the Fireworks Event: (2013/4:
£2,760) (2014/15: £1,002)
Decrease in VAT refund claimed (2013/14 £1651) (2014/15: £1531)

Decreased bank interest (2013/14: £28) (2014/15: £27)
Total

£1,758

£120
£1
£1,879

Box 4: Staff Costs (Increase £3,712: + 63.2%)
Employment of a new Clerk on a higher salary and more hours

£3,712

+ a long handover period involving double salary costs.

Total

£3,712

Box 6: Total Other Payments: (Increase £7,182: 52.7%)
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Increase in s137 Grants (2013/4: £3,819) (2014/15: £10,076)

£6,267

Training increased due to new Clerk & several new councillors:
2013/14: £60; 2014/15 £530.

£470

Events cost increased principally due to additional security cover
provided - more manpower, for longer period.(2013/14 £3,839)
(2014/15: £4,261)

£422

Plus a number of more minor compensation differences.

Total
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£7,182
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