Rooksdown Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting of Rooksdown Parish Council
Monday 22" September 2025 at 7.30pm

RPC Councillors Present Apologies Absent

Clir Paul Mahoney - Chair

Cllr Scott Mason

Clir Doug How

Clir Abimbola Bisiriyu

ANEYANEN

Cllr Mike Anigbo v

Also present
Clir Arun Mummalaneni (HCC) and Clir Jay Ganesh (BDBC). Two members of the public. The meeting

was chaired by Clir Mahoney and Tracy Hamer (Clerk) recorded the minutes.

34/25

Apologies for absence
Clir Mike Anigbo (RPC).

35/25

Declarations of Interest
Nil.

36/25

Co-option of New Parish Councillor
Deferred as applicants to confirm interest.

37/25

Approval of the Minutes
The minutes of the following meeting were approved as an accurate record and signed
by the presiding Chair.

Full Council Monday 23 June 2025 — Items 21/25 to 33/25
Proposed by Clir How and seconded by Clir Mason

38/25

Matters Arising

- Pumphouse Way Tree Survey - A member of the public raised a concern about
overgrown trees along Pumphouse Way (see item 211/25). A site meeting was
subsequently held, where it was agreed that Taylor Wimpey would fund an
independent tree survey, arranged by the Parish Council. The survey has now been
completed, and its recommendations shared with all parties. Taylor Wimpey will
organise any necessary works accordingly.

- Pedestrian crossing — A resident raised a request for a pedestrian crossing at the
junction of Elder Road and Park Prewett Road, opposite the children’s play area and
near Castle Hill Primary School. The police subsequently monitored the location
during peak times and recommended that a safe, designated crossing point be
explored. The Parish Council agreed to progress the matter with further public
consultation. Cllr Mummalaneni supported the proposal and advised that it be
submitted to Hampshire County Council. TH to action.

- Vehicle access to Priestley Road — Residents are accessing Woolhampton Drive via the
green verge/public highway, creating a hazard. Clir Arun Mummalaneni agreed to
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contact the management company to request that this access should be restricted as
a matter of urgency.

39/25 Public Session — 15 minutes
Nil.
40/25 To receive reports from:

Chairman Rooksdown Parish Council

Clerk Recruitment & Formalities

Welcomed Tracy Hamer to her new role as permanent RPC Clerk.

Recruitment process and contract finalised with HR Committee.

Tommy Statue Area

Silhouette statues have now been installed at the Tommy Statue area, though quality
issues noted.

It had been suggested that the rusted railings there were to be painted (cost should
be less than £50 for the paint).

Wreaths planned for Remembrance Day.

Tree Survey & Resident Complaints

Resident complaint at Pumphouse Way escalated to Taylor Wimpey and an
independent tree survey commissioned, recommendations made; Taylor Wimpey to
fund the survey and the works outlined.

Survey covered wider area, report to be shared to councillors — Action TH
Community Engagement

Attended RCA summer fair along with most of the councillors; engagement with
police (PCSO Emma Page).

Resident complaint re: school access for children, including disabled; speeding and
unsafe crossing raised. SpeedWatch and police observations confirm issues.
Exploring options for zebra or pelican crossing near Elder Road/park area. Evidence
gathering ongoing; likely to present case to Hampshire County Council highways early
next year.

Parish Councillor Recruitment

Met with prospective young candidate; no further engagement as role expectations
not aligned.

Allotments

New picnic tables installed and well received.

New signage ordered & funding secured.

Local Issues and complaints

Ongoing parking complaints near allotments; noted but limited options.

Missing trees outside the Park Prewett allotments (Graphite Close) — awaiting
updates.

The Avenue — no work or maintenance (roads, trees, bins) since adoption. Escalated
to Borough and County Councillors

Cars driving over pavements (Priestley Road/Woolhampton Drive) causing safety risks,
especially for visually impaired — responsibility unclear (developer vs. management
company vs. highways). Escalated to County Councillor.

Pavilion damage reported (Norrie Court); Meeting held with Land Trust early Summer;
awaiting further updates; Request made to Homes England for details of endowment
obligations following the transfer of the Pavilions to The Land Trust at least 7 or 8
years ago.

Other

Christmas decorations quotes received.

Continued follow-up on Parklands Hospital footway issue.

Authorisation for the Speed Indicator Device being progressed
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County Councillor — Cllr Arun Mummalaneni provided an update to members;

see Appendix 1. In addition to the report, after members raised the issue regarding
Woolhampton Drive (item 38/25) Cllr Mummalaneni agreed to contact the
management company to escalate the problem. Members also raised concerns about
the lack of grounds maintenance at the Avenue, which has not received any attention
since adoption. He agreed to look into this as a matter of urgency.

Borough Councillors — ClIr Jay Ganesh updated members regarding LGR and that
District Councils and HCC are submitting final proposals to government before the
end of the month. Further public consultation will take place in January.

It was noted that the updated Local Plan will be consulted on again soon, following
the recent call for sites.

Members were advised to signpost any residents concerned about the rise in energy
bills to - Making the most of your money

Police/PCSO/CSPO — Nil.

Rooksdown Community Association — Nil.

Allotments — Cllr Mason reported that the allotments working group conducted a site
inspection on Saturday 20th September. The report, which highlights several areas
requiring action, has been shared with members. Future inspections will be carried
out monthly. TH to action.

It was noted that correspondence had been received from a resident opposite the
allotments requesting that tenants park within the site. Members agreed to cover the
cost of the signage, which will be delivered shortly for installation.

Proposed by Clir Mahoney and seconded by Cllr Mason.

41/25 Finance

e The Bank Reconciliation Reports for June, July and August 2025 were noted as
satisfactory and signed by Clirs How and Mason — see Appendix 2.

e To note any emergency spends authorised by the Clerk — Nil.

e The Council resolved to approve the schedule of payments for September 2025 and
note payments made and authorised via email between meetings -
see appendix 3.

Proposed by Clir Mahoney and seconded by Clir Bisiriyu.

e Notice of Conclusion of Audit for the year ended 31st March 2025. The Council
resolved to accept the External Auditors review of the Annual Governance &
Accountability Return (AGAR) for Rooksdown Parish Council for the year ended
31st March 2025. All relevant items have been published as required and
recommendations reviewed — see Appendix 4.

e Members discussed the grant application totalling £ £1,893 from Home-Start
Basingstoke & Deane and resolved to support the application in full. TH to action.
Proposed by Clir Mahoney and seconded by Clir Bisiriyu.

(3 in favour, 1 abstention)

e Members reviewed and resolved to approve engagement of internal auditor for a
3-year term, ending March 2028. Members noted they are satisfied with the
competence and independence of the auditor.

Proposed by Clir Mahoney and seconded by ClIr How

e Budget setting timeline — The Clerk circulated a breakdown of the budget process and
will begin drafting the budget for the year ending March 2027 for circulation.
Members were encouraged to note any future projects that may affect the budget.
TH to action.

42/25 Planning
Nil.



https://www.basingstoke.gov.uk/make-the-most

43/25

Rooksdown Reporter 2025
It was agreed to distribute the next newsletter In October 2025. PM and TH to action.

44/25

Events

e Christmas Lights 2025 — Two quotes were received (a third was not forthcoming)
and discussed in detail. It was resolved to appoint a supplier for a three-year term to
install and decorate a Christmas tree, icicles on the community centre, and decorative
wreaths at the entrance to Rooksdown at the junction of Rooksdown Avenue and
Gillies Road. The Clerk will explore further options regarding wrapped tree trunks.
Proposed by ClIr Mahoney and seconded by Cllr How

e Remembrance Day 9™ November 2025 — ClIr Anigbo has offered (by email) to organise
this event, and Clirs How and Mason have offered their assistance to organise. CllIr Jay
Ganesh confirmed he will also attend. A wreath will be ordered. MA and TH to action.

45/25

Consultations
Nil.

46/25

47/25

CONFIDENTIAL MATTERS

Admission to meeting to pass a resolution in accordance with the public bodies (Admission to
meetings) act 1960 to exclude the public and press from the remainder of this meeting as
publicity will be prejudicial to the confidential nature of the business.

To discuss HR matters.
The contract of employment for the Clerk was formally signed and remuneration confirmed,

following recommendation from the HR Committee which were agreed by Full Council.
Proposed by Clir Mahoney and seconded by Clir How.

48/25

Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Monday 24" November.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.45pm
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Appendix 1

Hampshire County Councillor Update — Sep 2025

Cllr Arun Mummalaneni

Squirrel Wood - Runoff into the Footpath/tunnel under Ringway North

The planning application decision was given in favour of the developer and the
developer yet to start his work. Meanwhile the raised platform is in place in case that
underpass floods again.

o ° o o ©

Received Validated Consultation Recommendation andfor Committee Decidad
Tue 11 Mar 2025 Tue 11 Mar 202 o 14 Apr 2025 T 0

Details Comments (5) Related Cases (1) Map  Documents (19}

Summary  Further Information  Important Dates
Reference 25/00586/FUL
Alternative Reference PP-138378692

Application Tue 11 Mar 2025

Tue 11 Mar 2025

Address Steps Between Oakenshaw Reach And Public Right Of Way 013/44/1 Oakenshaw Reach Basingstoke Hampshire
The removal of the stepped way between Oakenshaw Reach and Public Right of Way 013/44/1.

Decided

Granted

Tue 06 May 2025

Not Available

Not Available

There are 12 documents associated with this application.
There are 0 cases associatad with this application.

There is 1 property associated with this application.

David Wilson road adoption

The residents’ meeting planned for ¢h September was cancelled as the developer
yet to finish some works. I understand they would like to organise a meeting after
finishing all the work. DWH is planning to organise a meeting in mid oct.

In the meantime, residents are encouraged to continue using their established
communication channels to raise any concerns. Should residents experience delays
or inadequate responses, I am happy to assist by escalating matters as needed.



Whilst we were keen to keep the original meeting booked for the gth September, the main intention of this meeting was to discuss the works that
have been carried out with the idea that all homes would have been attended to, and all works were to be completed. However, we are still
currently working through the last remaining properties as further residents contacted us outside of the original schedule asking for works to be
completed and there were also some minor unforeseen delays.

We of course, will be rescheduling the meeting and | am hoping this will likely be mid-October, however | will be liaising with our contractors next
week to get a full update on the progress on the programme and to finalise the completion date for the works. | will then write to all residents
and yourselves to confirm the new date this will be held.

To ensure the next meeting is convenient for you all as the local ward councillors, are there any dates in October which are not convenient so |
can ensure to avoid these dates?

Kind regards

Stephanie Turton
Head of Customer Care
David Wilson Homes Southern

Devolution and Local Government Reform:

Hampshire County Council’s position

The County Council broadly supports devolution and reorganisation, seeing it as a
way to secure greater powers and long-term financial sustainability. It wants large,
financially resilient unitary councils and a structure that simplifies decision-making
while maintaining service quality. HCC extraordinary council meeting is scheduled
this Wednesday.

Basingstoke & Deane Borough Council (BDBC) stance

BDBC is working with other districts and Hampshire County Council on joint
proposals but favours a model of four new unitary authorities for mainland
Hampshire. Their preferred option is a Northern Hampshire Unitary Council,
grouping Basingstoke & Deane, Hart and Rushmoor. This is intended to meet
government population guidelines and protect local identity and resident
influence.BDBC extraordinary council meeting scheduled this Thursday.

Key Issues and Next Steps

Councils must balance the Government’s indicative I  population threshold
for each unitary against the need to preserve local identity. There are concerns over
inheriting financial liabilities and ensuring democratic accountability. Interim
proposals are due in A2y  with any new structures expected to be implemented
around AP~X



Highways update:

Local Road works:
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Though there are no significant road works planned in the parish area there are
some significant works outside the parish area which may impact parish residents.

Links to report road issues are here:
Potholes: https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/highways/report-a-problem/potholes

Tree/hedge problems:
https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/highways/report-a-problem/treechedge

Flooding/drainage issues:
https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/highways/report-a-problem/flooding

Pavement problems:
https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/highways/report-a-problem/paving

Broken or missing signs:
https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/highways/report-a-problem/brokensigns

Faulty street lights:
https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/highways/report-a-problem/streetlight

3
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Faded or missing road markings:
https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/highways/report-a-problem/road-markings

Problems with rights of way:
https://www.hants.gov.uk/landplanningandenvironment/rightsofway/reportaproble
m

When reporting an issue, you’ll be sent an email confirming a reference number
for the report. If you would like me to follow this up for you then do please
forward that message to me and I will chase for you.

Hampshire Faces Major Funding Cuts Under Government’s 'Fair' Funding
Review

I mentioned last previously the risk to Hampshire from the Government's review
of local government funding. Essentially this takes money from rural areas in the

South and passes it to urban councils, particularly those in the North and
Midlands.

So, despite the really great work we are doing to improve our finances the
Government’s transfer of funding to the cities and the north will just undo all the
good we are doing.

Hampshire County Council has now responded to the Government’s Fair Funding
Review 20—and we’re sounding the alarm. The proposed changes to how
councils are funded could leave Hampshire significantly worse off, with many
councils across the county facing real-terms cuts.

~ What’s happening? The new formula underestimates Hampshire’s needs and
overestimates how much we can raise through council tax. It risks deepening our
financial deficit and reducing vital services.

1!’ The numbers speak for themselves:
Hampshire County Council: funding drops from £38%m in 2%  to £5LIm
in AWV —a  loss of £478n.
East Hampshire: down £13m
Eastleigh: down £1.6m
Hart: down £14m
Test Valley: down £44m
Winchester: down £2Im


https://www.hants.gov.uk/transport/highways/report-a-problem/road-markings
https://www.hants.gov.uk/landplanningandenvironment/rightsofway/reportaproblem
https://www.hants.gov.uk/landplanningandenvironment/rightsofway/reportaproblem

Even councils seeing small increases—Ilike Fareham (+£21m) or Havant
(+£13m)—won’ t escape the pressure, as overall resources shrink and demand
grows.

» We’re calling for:

Fairer service formulas that reflect real demand, especially in rural areas.
Use of actual council tax levels—not national averages—when calculating
funding.

Reform of the New Homes Bonus to support infrastructure for growing
communities.

A funding floor that protects councils from falling below sustainable levels,
indexed to inflation and population.

** Why it matters: Without urgent changes, Hampshire’s councils could struggle
to deliver essential services—especially for vulnerable residents. We’re urging the
Government to rethink and deliver a formula that’s truly fair for all.

Council Gain / (Loss)
2025/26 | 2026/27 | 2027/28 | 2028/29 | 25/26 to 28/29
HCC 338.9 323.0 307.0 2911 (47.8)
Basingstoke 8.2 8.6 9.1 9.5 1.3
East Hampshire 74 6.6 6.2 58 (1.3)
Eastleigh 8.7 8.2 7.6 il (1.6)
Fareham 3.9 4.6 53 6.0 2.1
Gosport 5.6 5.7 58 6.0 0.4
Hart 46 4.2 3.7 3.2 (1.4)
Havant 7.9 8.3 8.8 9.2 1.3
New Forest 10.3 10.3 10.2 10.2 (0.1)
Rushmoor 6.7 7.0 73 75 0.8
Test Valley 12.3 10.8 93 79 (4.4)
Winchester 10.1 9.4 8.7 8.0 (2.1)
'HCC + Districts Total 4243 | 406.7 | 389.0 | 3715 (52.8)
Portsmouth 128.1 133.1 137.0 140.9 11.8
Southampton 149.9 153.9 157:9 161.9 12.0
HCC + Districts + Cities 703.3 693.7 683.9 674.3 (29.0)
Total
Isle of Wight 89.8 87.0 84.3 81.5 (8.3)
Hampshire & Solent 793.1 780.7 768.2 755.8 (37.3)
Total




Winter Fuel Payments — No Need to Apply!

{ 1#NoNeedToApply

I’ve seen reports from Hampshire Police about scammers posing as officials
trying to “help” people access their Winter Fuel Payment. Let’s set the record
straight:

Vi you're eligible, the payment is AUTOMATIC
@No one needs to contact you, and you don’t need to give out any info
7" Check the official details here: gov.uk/winter-fuel-payment

Be scam-savvy: ¢ )sLearn about current scams: BBC Article | Watch the video \

If you’ve shared financial info, call your bank on 19 \ Forward suspicious texts
to 76 and emails to report@phishing.gov.uk

Need support? P Victim Care Hub — free, confidential help:
hampshireiowvictimcare.co.uk / ’\ BB IR 161

O Report anonymously: crimestoppers-uk.org / (R B 55 111

L™ emergency: call 99

Even if this doesn't affect you — please share to protect someone who might be
vulnerable.

SCAM WARNING

Fraudsters target

public with winter
fuel payment scams

ActionFraud |yl e

A atiarthmd putes s WA


https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/noneedtoapply?__eep__=6&__cft__%5B0%5D=AZVm5FGc0PQRCnaDu-u1OW2FH5_zPsCniT1hN3BQ8AnKFuEL66IrP1qFr4m4yXQ_kSA85S7jfp4gbHc6z9Yv4RhhL3ihdjKpP24Zwf11e0W3BvFWOzykasqEFH3vwJPxxaGwzNT7f6BFEvDM7vYxieoP&__tn__=*NK-R
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%253A%252F%252Fgov.uk%252Fwinter-fuel-payment%253Ffbclid%253DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwb3l3QXExaE9xZno5ZVJ2NwEenqHbY4OGVBq3_fvZ3hQeHlY6WX4uODddGDMnpA0GAPkThdfpT0OCa6DJaVw_aem_b9zdMnTT6V39o-2rUjqlWg&h=AT1GdXW8G11Bdb004GY1uGqI7PE6_gAxP4vMNILM5fIhU_cbv0Go1_lpFB3iTNmnzw_3Dd5B4JI0emsKyRwHdEjTOwfmGSGw6csHY6MVNLxknNiEj2OXLZC6KTyThVtLGODOZgoJmezHCG_Cd1dRNwVt6qy_itzIL5c&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5B0%5D=AT0aOdqU4Qj8K4ClIBMXnWP_W-wCDvu6nVH9-cTB0N5EXKf0vH_O0clWKAbETRGZ87tQ1Qx0qqUrd0AxenR8NShyiL_S98VIF1c9Ysy7dT9dBJ148e2E4nmB3o_uD4O1lYRz3hzjxsB4oxu1nQ673hr0P6wkeSspYwQNDDtgrA
http://hampshireiowvictimcare.co.uk/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwb3l3QXExaE9xZno5ZVJ2NwEejdnwuchgDc1oADtPFYyRekxnzIVq-6Pv8lJ1MKxyn16yvZQ0yNo62-1D-vc_aem_OfetqIzEySv0OoiiL0DVnA
http://hampshireiowvictimcare.co.uk/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwb3l3QXExaE9xZno5ZVJ2NwEejdnwuchgDc1oADtPFYyRekxnzIVq-6Pv8lJ1MKxyn16yvZQ0yNo62-1D-vc_aem_OfetqIzEySv0OoiiL0DVnA
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%253A%252F%252Fcrimestoppers-uk.org%252F%253Ffbclid%253DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBEwb3l3QXExaE9xZno5ZVJ2NwEe5F7Y4nKKQQpnxEVmBsvMT25wBaqJUXYDMfn9aF3J9G5ti0Ayz8kcV8waF1Y_aem_j1AO9As1XSYABGF2ftRVmg&h=AT23qFyFWrxbrgEv6BhQ1eOfEyLZb_TLpEbwhLs0T2sUPNUfA9E7vw9HHBdnBdT56FEcu-8eNn5pCl5Bf1ukRXDxr6ZAoTe8vE_5MDDc0_teZYAAWVZ9IAMy4PmGizuJ9gYmhYRh1Z8FXcty72CfbtKqRPlIRbVtxZI&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5B0%5D=AT0aOdqU4Qj8K4ClIBMXnWP_W-wCDvu6nVH9-cTB0N5EXKf0vH_O0clWKAbETRGZ87tQ1Qx0qqUrd0AxenR8NShyiL_S98VIF1c9Ysy7dT9dBJ148e2E4nmB3o_uD4O1lYRz3hzjxsB4oxu1nQ673hr0P6wkeSspYwQNDDtgrA

Appendix 2

Date:10/07/2025 Rooksdown Parish Council Page 1

TIMEELS-4 ¢ Bank Reconciliation Statement as at 30/06/2025 User: TRACY

for Cashbook 1 - Treasurers Account 02896349

Bank Statement Account Name (s) Statement Date Page Balances
Treasurers Account 02896349 30/06/2025 3,342.83
3,342.83
Unpresented Payments (Minus) Amount
0.00
0.00
3,342.83

Unpresented Receipts (Plus)

0.00

0.00

3,342.83

Balance per Cash Book is :- 3,342.83

Difference is :- 0.00
Signatory 1:

NaME oo SIgNEA . Date ......ccceeeiiiiiiis

Signatory 2:



Date:10/07/2025 Rooksdown Parish Council Page 1

Time:13-48 Bank Reconciliation Statement as at 30/06/2025 User: TRACY

for Cashbook 2 - Business Account 06020499

Bank Statement Account Name (s) Statement Date Page Balances
Business Account 06020499 30/06/2025 160,813.35
160,813.35
Unpresented Payments (Minus) Amount
0.00
0.00
160,813.35

Unpresented Receipts (Plus)

0.00

0.00

160,813.35

Balance per Cash Book is :- 160,813.35

Difference is :- 0.00
Signatory 1:

NaME oo SIgNEA . Date ......ccceeeiiiiiiis

Signatory 2:



Date:04/08/2025 Rooksdown Parish Council Page 1

LU Bank Reconciliation Statement as at 31/07/2025 User: TRACY

for Cashbook 1 - Current Account

Bank Statement Account Name (s) Statement Date Page Balances
Treasurers Account 02896349 31/07/2025 3,755.47
3,755.47
Unpresented Payments (Minus) Amount
0.00
0.00
3,755.47

Unpresented Receipts (Plus)

0.00
0.00
3,755.47
Balance per Cash Book is :- 3,755.47
Difference is :- 0.00
Signatory 1:
NaME oo SIgNEA . Date ......ccceeeiiiiiiis



Date:04/08/2025 Rooksdown Parish Council Page 1

LU Bank Reconciliation Statement as at 31/07/2025 User: TRACY

for Cashbook 2 - Savings Account

Bank Statement Account Name (s) Statement Date Page Balances
Business Account 06020499 31/07/2025 158,919.97
158,919.97
Unpresented Payments (Minus) Amount
0.00
0.00
158,919.97

Unpresented Receipts (Plus)

0.00
0.00
158,919.97
Balance per Cash Book is :- 158,919.97
Difference is :- 0.00
Signatory 1:
NaME oo SIgNEA . Date ......ccceeeiiiiiiis



Date:02/09/2025 Rooksdown Parish Council Page 1

Time:11:50 Bank Reconciliation Statement as at 31/08/2025 User: TRACY

for Cashbook 1 - Current Account

Bank Statement Account Name (s) Statement Date Page Balances
Treasurers Account 02896349 31/08/2025 161,084.21
161,084.21
Unpresented Payments (Minus) Amount
0.00
0.00
161,084.21

Unpresented Receipts (Plus)

0.00

0.00

161,084.21

Balance per Cash Book is :- 161,084.21

Difference is :- 0.00
Signatory 1:

NaME oo SIgNEA . Date ......ccceeeiiiiiiis

Signatory 2:



Date:02/09/2025 Rooksdown Parish Council Page 1

Time:11:51 Bank Reconciliation Statement as at 31/08/2025 User: TRACY
for Cashbook 2 - Savings Account
Bank Statement Account Name (s) Statement Date Page Balances
Business Account 06020499 31/08/2025 0.00
0.00
Unpresented Payments (Minus) Amount
0.00
0.00
0.00
Unpresented Receipts (Plus)
0.00
0.00
0.00
Balance per Cash Book is :- 0.00
Difference is :- 0.00
Signatory 1:
NaME oo SIgNEA . Date ......ccceeeiiiiiiis



Appendix 3

Rooksdown Parish Council Payments/receipts Sep-25
Voucher Date Reference Description Pay/Rcpt Supplier / customer Account Amount Payment
09/09/2025 Interest RCPT Lloyds Interest Income 52.29
0.00
52.29
161  23/09/2025 2049 Hall Hire PAY RCA Hall Hire 33.00 33.00
162  23/09/2025 2061 Desk space PAY RCA Hall Hire 16.50 16.50
163  23/09/2025 2062 Handyman PAY RCA Handyman 880.00 880.00
164  23/09/2025 2046 Audit Fee PAY BDO Audit 378.00 378.00
165 26/09/2025 Salaries & PAYE PAY Clerk Salaries 1,365.00] 1,365.00
166  23/09/2025 Expenses PAY Clerk Clerks expenses 26.19 26.19
167 24/09/2025 Grant PAY Home Start Grants 1,893.00] 1,893.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
0.00 0.00
4591.69] 4591.69

Please check payments, delete any not approved, initial each invoice and sign below when complete:

Signed

Signed

Name

Name




Appendix 4

Section 1 - Annual Governance Statement 2024/25

We acknowiedge as the members of:

ROOKSDOWN PARISH COUNCIL

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2025, that:

Agrecd

Yes No* Yes' means tal s awthatity:

1. We have put in place arrangements for effective financial prepared its accounting statements in accordance

management during the year, and for the preparation of Y with the Accounts and Audit Regulations.
the accounting statements.

2. We maintained an adequate system of internal control made proper arrangements and accepted responsibifity
including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud v for safequarding the public money and resources in
and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness. | its charge.

3. We took all reasonable steps to assure ourselves has only done what it has the legal power to do and has
that there are no matters of actual or potential complied wilh Proper Practices in doing so.
non-compliance with laws, regulations and Proper /

Practices that could have a significant financial effect
on Lhe ability of this authority to conduct its
business or manage its finances,

4, We provided proper opportunity during the year for during the year gave alf persons interested the opportunily to
the exercise of electors’ rights in accordance with the v inspect and ask questions about this authority’s accounts.
requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations.

5. We carried out an assessment of the risks facing this considered and documented the financial and other risks it
authority and took appropriate steps to manage those v faces and deafl with them properly.

risks, including the introduction of internal controls and/or
external insurance cover where reguired.

6. We maintained throughout the year an adequate and arranged for a competent person, independent of the financial
effective system of infernal audit of the accounting v controls and procedures, to give an objective view on whether
records and conlrol systems. internal controls meet the needs of this smaller authority.

7. We took appropriate action on all matters raised s | responded to malters brought to its altention by internal and
in reports from internal and extemal audit. extsrnal atidit.

8. We considered whether any litigation, liabilities or disclosed everything it should have about its business activity
commitments, events or transactions, occurring either during the year including events taking place afler the year
during or after the year-end, have a financlal impact on v end if refevant.

this authority and, where appropriate, have included them
in the accounting statements.

9. (For local councils only) Trust funds including has met alf of its responsibilities where, as a body
charitable. In our capacity as the sole managing corporate, it is a sole managing frustee of a local
trustee we discharged our accountability trust or trusts.
respensibilities for the fund{s)/assets. including
financial reporting and, if required, independent é"

examination or audit.

*Please provide explanations to the external auditor on a separate sheet for each ‘No’ response and describe
how the authority will address the weaknesses identified, These sheets must be published with the Annual
Governance Statement.

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a Signed by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting where
meeting of the authority on; approval was given:

13 »§[05/2025

and recorded as minute reference: Chair : M

[0{ ?'s Clerk

www.rooksdown.org.uk
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2024/25 for

ROOKSDOWN PARISH COUNCIL

Year ending Notes and guidance
31 March 31 March Please 1ound all figires to nearest £1. Do ho! leave any
2024 2025 boxes blank and report £0 or Nit balances. Alf figures must
£ £ aqree to underlying financial records.

1. Balances brought Total balances and reserves at the beginning of the year

forward 143,030 141,226 | as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree to
Box 7 of previous year.

2. (+) Precept or Rates and Total amount of precept {or for IDBs rales and lavies)
Levies 39,630 38,008 received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants

received.

3. (+) Total other receipts Total income or receipls as recorded in the cashbook less

11,899 21,100 the precept or rates/levies received (line 2). Include any
grants received.

4. {-) Staff costs Total expenditure or payments made to and on behalf

of all employees. include gross salaries and wages,
9,000 10,383 empioyers NI contributions, employers pension
contributions, gratuities and severance payments.

5. {-} Lean interest/capital Tofal expenditure or payments of capital and interest
repayments 0 0| made during the year on the authority’s borrowings (if any).

6. (-) All other payments Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-

44,333 38,583| book Jess staff costs (line 4) and loan interest/capital
repayments (line 5).

7. (=) Balances carried Total balances and reserves at the end of the year. Must
forward 141,226 151,368 equat (1+2+3) - (4+5+6).

8. Total value of cash and The sum of alf current and deposit bank accounts, cash
short term investments 141,226 151,368 holdings and short term investments held as at 31 March -

To agree with bank reconciliation.

9. Total fixed assets plus The value of all the property the authority owns - it is made
long term investments 30,434 30,434 | up of ail its fixed assets and long term investments as at
and assets 31 March.

10. Total borrowings The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all loans

0 0| from third parties (including PWLB).

For Local Councils Only

11a. Disclosure note re Trust funds
(including charitable)

11b. Disclosure note re Trust funds
(including charitable)

The Council, as a body corporate, acfs as sole trustee and
is responsible for managing Trust funds or assefs.

The figures in the accounting statements above
exciude any Trust transactions.

I certify that for the year ended 31 March 2025 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and payments
of income and expenditure basis following the guidance in
Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities — a
Practitioners’ Guide to Proper Praclices and present fairly
the financial position of this authority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being

presented to the aut%‘ proval

Date 23/04/2025

I confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

13/05/2025

as recarded in minute reference:

10/2§

Signed by Lhair of the meeting where the Accounting

Statemeniq were appM
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Section 3 — External Auditor’s Report and Certificate 2024/25

In respect of Rooksdown Parish Council

1 Respective responsibilities of the auditor and the authority

Our responsibility as auditors to complete a limited assurance review is set out by the National Audit Office (NAO). A limited
assurance review is not a full statutory audit, it does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with International
Standards on Auditing (UK & Ireland) and hence it does not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit would.
The UK Government has determined that a lower level of assurance than that provided by a full statutory audit is appropriate
for those local public bodies with the lowest levels of spending.

Under a limited assurance review, the auditor is responsible for reviewing Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with NAO Auditor Guidance Note 02 (AGN 02 as issued by the NAO on behalf of the
Comptroller and Auditor General. AGN 02 is available from the NAO website —
https://www.nao.org.uk/code-audit-practice/guidance-and-information-for-auditors/ .

This authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and effective and that it has
a sound system of internal control. The authority prepares an Annual Governance and Accountability Return in
accordance with Proper Practices which:

* summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2025; and
 confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and responsibilities as external auditors.

2 External auditor’s limited assurance opinion 2024/25

On the basis of our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return, in our opinion the information in
Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have
come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

(continue on a separate sheet if required)

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the authority:

The AGAR was not accurately completed before submission for review:

* The date the Annual Governance Statement was approved was incorrect.
The AGAR was returned for amendment and corrected.

* Assertion 9 was answered No in the Annual Governance Statement.

The AGAR was returned for amendment and has been corrected to N/a.

The smaller authority’s reserves appear excessive as, after accounting for the earmarked reserves, general reserves are greater
than annual expenditure. A smaller authority has no specific right to accumulate funds via the precept. The smaller authority
should ensure that it has regard to the level of reserves held when considering future precept requests and as part of their
annual budgeting process. Any earmarked reserves should also be considered and formally approved by the smaller authority.

(continue on a separate sheet if required)

3 External auditor certificate 2024/25

We certify that we have completed our review of Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return, and discharged our responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act
2014, for the year ended 31 March 2025.

External Auditor Name

BDO LLP - Southampton

DocuSigned by:

External Auditor Signature bDﬂ“ (,(/P Date

467DFB746A8A428...
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